
THE SUN FIRE COMPANY,

The following interesting compila-
tion from the minutes of the Sun Fire
Company of Lancaster was written
by the late Ferdinand A. Demuth,
who was a member of the Historical
Society:

In compiling these extracts from
the minutes of the Sun Fire Company,
the writer has taken only such mat-
ter as he judged will be of interest,
as many of the minutes of the meet-
ings, although held regularly each
month, have only the names of mem-
bers not present, and a list of fines
collected from members who were
absent at previous meetings. No
mention is made in any of the min-
utes that any monies were given or
appropriated by either the county or
borough of Lancaster to purchase or
keep in repair the fire apparatus, and
the service must have been maintain-
ed by dues, fines and contributions of
the members of the various compan-
ies, who owned the engines, ladders,
hooks and axes in common, and kept
ti em at various places as appear in
the minutes. The company meeting
was held at the house of a member,
and the place of next meeting fixed
either by written notice or resolu-
tion.

Unfortunately,the minutes are miss-
ing from July, 1776, to the meeting
which was held at the Court House
on the 25th of September, 1779, and
this is the first meeting at which the
names of the members present were
given. At a meeting held on Febru-
ary 19, 1780, it was changed, giving
the names of those absent.



Whereas, the Publick would receive
great Benefit by Fire Companies be-
ing established in this Borough of
Lancaster, and as we the Subscribers
are desirous to associate by the name
of the Sun Fire Company, do mutual-
ly agree to the following Articles.

The above is the heading of the
Constitution and By-laws, which fol-
low in twelve articles, for the forma-
tion and government of the company
and equipment of its members for
fires.

Article 1 makes each member pro-
Vide himself with two leathern
buckets, one bag and convenient bas-
ket, the bag made of good, strong

en or wide linen, containing at least
three yards, with running string at
the mouth, and have names of owners
and company, and the word Sun paint-
ed on, and shall be kept ready at
hand, aid applied to no other use than
hereby intended.

Article 2 provides a fine of one
shilling for each of the buckets, bags
and baskets if the member does not
provide same.

From the second to the ninth arti-
cles the rules for members, collection
of fines, places of meeting, are pro-
vided for, and are of no special inter-
est, but Article 10 is rather odd, and
is given in full as follows:

"That if the house of any widow,
whose deceased husband was a mem-
ber of this company, be in danger
from fire, we will each of us give as
much of our assistance as if her hus-
band was living, she keeping her
buckets, bags and baskets in good
order."

The following are the names of the
subscribers to the foregoing articles,
the tenth day of December, One Thou-
sand Seven Hundred and Sixty-Three:
William Bawsman, Bernard Hubley,
Christian Wertz, George Mayer, Philip



Lenhare, Michael Groff, Casper Shaff-
ner, Sr., Jacob Weaver, William Bush,
Philip Baker, Christopher Breiden-
hart, Michael Gross, Paul Weitzel,
John Barr, George Strickler, John
Spore, Marcus Young, John Ham-
bright, Abraham Dehuff, Daniel May,
Casper Singer, John Henry, Simon
Snyder, Michael Fortine, Casper
Shaffner, Jr., Christopher Heyne,
David Stout, Nicholas Job, George
Eberly, John Eberly.

The next meeting of the company
was held at the house of Mr. John
Barr, on the 17th day of December,
1763, and the following extracts are
from the minutes:

"The company agrees to meet on
the third Saturday in every month,
and at such house as the clerk for the
time being may appoint.

"The company agrees that, in case
of fire, the members of the company
shall immediately (on the ringing of
the alarm bell) repair to the house on
fire, with their buckets, bags, etc., and
being there shall strictly observe and
perform to the utmost of their power
the parts assigned and appointed to
them, as follows:"

Here follow the duties assigned to
the members of the company, the
members being divided into groups of
from two to six:

To assist the possessor of the
house on fire, in taking care of and
securing his household goods, etc.

To put and keep the people in order
for handling the water in the buckets
from the pumps or other place to the
engine.

To assist in playing and taking care
of the engine.

To assist in working the engine.
To assist at the fire with axes.
To carry the ladders to the fire.
To assist in carrying the fire hooks

to the fire, and working with them
where necessary.



To get upon the roof of the house
on fire, if necessary and practicable.

At this meeting it was agreed
that Bernard Hubley, Marcus Young
and William Bawsman be a commit.
tee to confer with the Friendship and
Union Fire Companies.

From the above article and the re-
port of the committee to the next
meeting of the company, held on Sat-
urday, January 21, 1764, it is evident
that the several companies were act-
ing jointly for the purchase of lad-
ders, hooks and a new engine.

The following articles were adopt-
ed:

"Third Article—Agreed that two
ladders be provided at the expense of
th3 three companies, thirty-five feet
long. which shall be locked to the
hooks of the Court House, and three
keys be procured for each lock, which
ladders shall be used in no case but
at a fire, under the penalty of ten
shillings, and the public ladders now
in hand shall be used in no other
manner than as those above ordered
to be made.

"Fourth Article—Agreed that the
persons apppointed to carry the en-
gine, ladders and hooks to the fire
take care to return them to the place
or places appointed for the said lad-
ders and hooks under penalty of two
shillings for each refusing so to do or
not assisting therein.

"Fifth Article—Agreed that the steps
of the ladders be made of locust
wood, three inches by one, and three
iron ones in the ladder at each end
and at the center, and the ladder shod
with iron.

"Sixth Article—Agreed that new
poles be provided for the fire hooks,
and that the chains be ten feet long.

"Seventh Article—Agreed that the
engine be made by William Henry,
and that it be made larger than the
one we have at present."



The above articles were read and
considered by the company, but a
change was made in the ladders, mak-
ing the steps of white oak instead of
locust, and to remain on the hooks
unlocked instead of locked.

Article Second, of this meeting, had
no bearing on the general purpose of
the meeting, but is included as a re-
minder of good behaviour on the part
of the members at the meeting. The
article was as follows:

"Agreed that if any member inde-
cently and without cause after the
company enter on business, disturbe
and prevent the company from doing
business, or behave so as to be ob-
noxious to the company, it shall be
the power of the majority company,
met by note, to dismiss the said per-
son from being a member and erase
his name out of the list."

The next meeting of the company
was held t the house of John Eberly,
Saturday, February 18, 1764, and from
the article following it is evident that
the members of the Sun Fire Com-
pany, at that early date, deserve men-
tion for the first attempt to light the
streets:

"Agreed, That upon every accident
of fire happening within the borough,
every member of the company shall
fix a lighted candle in a front window,
or over the front door of his house,
for the convenience of the people go-
ing to and from the fire."

At a meeting held on July 16, 1768,
at the house of John Epley's, "it was
agreed by the company that a ticket
of the publick Philadelphia Lottery
should be purchased out of the com-
pany's stock, and that Barned Hubley
shall purchase the same."

At a meeting of the company held
January 23, 1773, "George Moore was
discharged from paying his fine for
neglecting to warn the company to



meet on the third Saturday of this
instant, and that by reason of warn-
ing the company on the fourth Satur-
day of this month, occasioned by
Michael Fordine's fire."

At a meeting held on August 20,
1774, it was unanimously agreed that
six tickets of the Conestoga Lottery
"should be purchased for the use of
the company, and they were likewise
purchased by Cas. Shaffner. The
numbers of the said tickets were as
follows: 2075, 2076, 2077, 2078, 2079,
2080."

At a meeting held April 15th, 1775,
at the house of John Feltman, few
members were present. At this meet-
ing "Messrs. Atlee, Vogt and Boyd,
as a committee from the Union Fire
Company, waited upon this company
to confer with them in respect to the
allowance to be made to Charles Hall
for his care of the fire engines since
December, 1773, and to determine if
the engines are to be left under the
care of Mr. Hall. Upon consideration
of this meeting it was thought best
to refer it to a full meeting of the
company, and the succeeding clerk is
ordered to give notice in the tickets
to members—and some of this com-
pany shall wait on the Union and de-
sire their attendance."

At a meeting held at the house of
John Widley, on January 20, 1781,
"it was agreed by a majority of the
company that the fines should be one
shilling specie, or if exchange for not
attending at each meeting for each
private member of five shillings specie
or if exchange for the clerk not doing
his duty, and the succeeding clerk is
to give notice to the members of pro-
ceeding, and the clerk is also to give
notice to the treasurer and members
that there is to be a settlement at the
next meeting."

This settlement was made at a



meeting held March 17, 1781, and the
amount on hand at the last settle-
ment, January 16, 1776, was 17 shil-
lings, to which was added by settle-
ments with the previous treasurer,
Casper Shaffner, £23 17s, and fines
up to June 15, 1776, making a total of
£ 42 14s. 8d. This amount was
placed on interest June 16, 1776, and
continued until March 17, 1781,the in-
terest being £11 2s 5d, making the
fund £53 17s 1d. The amount ex-
pended during the same time was
£3 9s 5d, leaving a balance for the
company of £50 17s 1d.

There was also on hand a balance
of Continental currency of £102,
which is not included in the company
account.

The auditors of this account, which
is certified as correct, were William
Bawsman and Matthias Young.

At a meeting held on March 17,
1781, at the house of Charles Drum,
"it was agreed that no liquor should
be called for until after roll calling,
and that each member calling for any
liquor is to pay for it himself."

At a meeting on July 17, 1781, at
the house of Christian App, Peter
Hoofnagle and John Miller were ap-
pointed to provide a petition and send
it to the Assembly, to have an act
passed for the better regulating the
inhabitants of the Borough of Lancas-
ter, in respect to providing for fire
buckets and other articles, etc.

At a meeting on the 24th day of
January, 1759, "at ye house of Mr.
Adam Weaver, it was unanimously
agreed that Mr. Frederick Steinman,
Mr. John Miller, Jacob Fry and Jacob
Bailey are appointed to be a

committee to attend the members of the
Union Company at their next meet-
ing, and in case they have not a meet-
ing then the members aforesaid are
to meet the Grand Jury to consult



with them to raise money for a new
engine." It was agreed at this meet-
ing that Mr. John Miller and Mr.
Jacob Frey are to ask Mr. Adam
Reigart for the money belonging to
th3 Sun Fire Company in the hands
of Mr. Jacob Kagay's estate.

It was agreed that "if any whose
turn it may be to be clerk is to take
good care not to neglect to give no-
tice to meet on the third Saturday of
the month; if he neglects,he is liable
to pay a fine of five shillings, without
the benefit of the clergy."

At a meeting March 21, 1789, at the
house of Jacob Frey "it was agreed
that the county tax assessed on each
of the members of the company will
be paid by order of the Commissioners
of this county towards the fire engine
am_ to agree with the Union Com-
pany."

At a meeting held on March 19,
1791, at the house of Jacob Frey, it
was resolved "that Adam Weaver and

Bausman are appointed to
consult the Corporation about a new
house to be built for the use of the
engines, and the same time to consult
with the Union Company."

At a meeting December 17, 1791, of
the Union and Sun Fire Companies,
at the Court House, Jasper Yeates
was chosen chairman. "It was pro-
posed that two persons should be pro-
posed out of the Union Fire Company
and two persons out of the Sun Fire
Company to superintend and direct
the alteration of the engine house,
in such manner as fully and conven-
iently to hold the different engines,
with their pipes ready screwed on,
and the same was carried in the af-
firmative. Whereupon Messrs. Adam
Reigart, Andrew Keiss, Paul Zantz-
inger and Godleib Nauman were duly
chosen for that purpose.

"It was also agreed that two sluices



be fixed at proper places on the Ori-
son run and one sluice on the Vine
street run, in order to collect the
water in case of the calamity of a
fire; and that a bill of the expenses
attending this work be submitted to
the Commissioners of the county, as
a proper public charge, to be paid by
the county at large. It being suggest-
ed that a nightly watch and lighting of
the streets of the borough would be
attended with much public advantage,
it is agreed that Jasper Yeates, Mat-
thias Slough, Joseph Simons and Geo.
Ross, of the Union Fire Company, and
Frederick Steinman, Frederick Frick,
Jacob Lahn and Christopher Myer, of
the Sun Fire Company, be a commit-
tee to meet on the Corporation,pray-
ing them to use their efforts to have
a law passed for that purpose."

At a meeting of the members of
the different fire companies in the
borough of Lancaster on Saturday,
November 24, 1792, pursuant to spe-
cial agreement for that purpose, Jas-
per Yeates, Esq., was unanimously
chosen chairman. "It appearing at
the meeting that the fire engine de-
posited near Gen. Edwd. Hand's is
much out of order, and that the box
thereof will not contain water, it is
agreed that the same be forthwith
fully sheathed with copper, and that
Frederick Steinman be engaged to do
this business.

"It is unanimously agreed that the
two fire engines belonging to this bor-
ough be put under the care and direc-
tion of Peter Getz, to be by him kept
in good order, and that he be paid the
sum of £4 lOs for his services there-
in."

"Mr. Zantzinger reported that they
had deposited the four keys of the en-
gine house adjoining Mr. Jacob Bailey
as follows: One with Gen. Hand, the
second with Mr. Jacob Bailey, the



third with Mr. App, and the fourth
with Mr. Zantzinger. For the engine
house opposite the Moravian Church
as follows: One with George Musser,
the second with Mr. Thomas Foster
(in Philip Dean's House), the third
with Mr. Andrew Keiss, and the
fourth wlth Mr. John Hambright."

At a meeting of the company held
on Saturday, the 15th day of July,
1797, at the House of Godleib Nau-
man, this was adopted: "Whereas,
Casper Ehrman, being requested
by this company to tell in what con-
dition he found the new engine be-
longing to this company, stated that
he found her in a leaky condition.

"Resolved, That the four members
who are entrusted with the care of
the same, examine her and make re-
port at the next meeting."
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