
OLD ST. JOHN'S CHURCH YARD, PEQUEA.

"Great families of yesterday we show.
And lords whose parents were the Lord knows who."

—Defoe.

Pennsylvania, obviously, was not named after William Penn the Quaker,
but in honor of his father, Admiral Penn, the Churchman. Had William Penn
his way the Province (1) might have becn called New Wales. It was Charles
the Second who insisted on the name Pennsylvania.

The Charter issued in 1681 for Pennsylvania decreed:

"And our further pleasure is and we do hereby, for us, our heirs and
successors, charge and require, that if any of the inhabitants of the said Pro-
vince, to the number of twenty, shall at any time hereafter be desirous and
shall by any writing, or by any persons deputed for them, signify such their
desire to the Bishop of London that any preacher or preachers to be approved
of by the said Bishop, may be sent unto them for their instruction, that then
such preacher or preachers shall and may be and reside within the said Pro-
vince without any denial or molestation whatsoever."

There was no congregation of the Church of England within the limits of
Pennsylvania, notwithstanding the stipulation in the Charter allowing such,
until 1695. As soon as the petition for a parish (Christ Church, Philadelphia)
was presented, the Quaker magistrates arrested the attorney who drew it up
and several of the principal signers. The Quakers called the first rector of
Christ Church, Philadelphia, the Reverend Thomas Clayton, "the minister of
the doctrine of devils."

Probably with a knowledge of the Charter given to William Penn a suf-
ficient number signed the unique petition which is found in the old Vestry
Book belonging to "Saint John's Church, Pequea, in ye county of Chester and
Province of Pennsylvania,'" and printed in Vol. 13, p. 135, of the proceedings
of this Society. A wooden church was erected in 1729 upon a plot of ground
containing one acre and one perch, and a portion of this ground was reserved
for a graveyard, where:

"Each in his cell forever laid
The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep."

Perhaps no grave in the old churchyard attracts more attention than does
that of Peter Bezaillion, the Indian Trader. He was born in Canada, of French
parentage, and came to this region with Letort, the Indian Trader and other
French Protestants in 1686. Bezaillion traded with the Indians in what are
now Delaware, Chester and Lancaster counties prior to 1696; and was partic-
ularly active in the trade at Conestoga Indian town. About this time he
owned a plantation on the west side of the Schuylkill (2) referrcd to in the min-
utes of the Board of Property in February, 1717, as: "The old plantation where
Peter Bezaillion formerly dwelt." He did not remain thcre long, as he began
to roam about the Province. He penetrated the distant wilderness; bartered
with the Indians for peltries; and established trading posts at various points



About the year 1729 he settled down on a farm in Cain township (3) Chester
county. From papers now in the possession of Mr. Joseph Beale, of Coates-
ville, it is evident that Bezaillion was only a tenant when he located there, for,
in 1729, he paid the owner of the tract, John Bezor, eighty-three dollars quit
rent. In 1737, Bezaillion and his wife Martha took title from John Warden,
of Philadelphia, successor of John Bezor, for five hundred acres of land located
now partly in Coatesville and partly in East Cain township. This tract ex-
tended from the Smith's of the North and South Valley Hills; and embraced
the full width of the Chester Valley. From the Bezaillions the land descended
to the Harts, and from them to the Gardners. One hundred and ninety acres
of the original tract are in possession of the Beale family to-day. The house
In which Peter Bezaillion lived was located within the limits of the present
city of Coatesville, and stood near the southwest corner of Olive and 12th
streets. A part of this house was standing twenty years ago.

Peter Bezaillion did not have his trading post (4) at his permanent resi-
dence, as his headquarters were among the Paxtang Indians, where, in 1721, it
has been recorded that he had a trading post. His brother Richard was as-
sociated with him.

Peter Bezaillion was a cunning, crafty trader .... one who was treacher-
ous in his business deals not only with the aboriginees but the Colonists as
well. His dishonest methods aroused the ire and suspicion of the Provincial
authorities. n December 19, 1693, the Bezaillion brothers, and the Letort's
(husband and wife) were accused before the Provincial Council by Thomas
Jenner and Polycarpus Rose of having carried on a secret correspondence in the
year before with "the strange Indians called the Shall-Narooners (Shawanees)
and the French of Canada." That his treachery was known to many is evident
from a letter which William Markham (5) wrote to the Governor of Maryland
under date of June 26, 1696, the Governor of Pennsylvania says: "Upon the
copy of what Col. Herman gave unto your Excellency and Council, I shall re-
quire security for Bezaillion tho' I know that will not satisfy the Coll. He
(Bezaillion) will still be uneasy until he get all the Indian trade to himself."

In 1701, the case of Peter Bezaillion was brought to the attention of Wil-
liam Penn and the Council. He was suspected of being "a very dangerous
person in his traffic with the Indians in this troublesome conjuncture of
affairs." The Provincial Council resolved that: "It was absolutely neccssary
that the Frenchman should be restrained from trading or inhabiting amongst
the Indians." Two years later Peter Bezaillion was required by Council to
give bonds in the amount of 500 pounds and was admonished "to behave him-
self as a good and loyal subject of Queen Anne." In 1710 he was referred to
by the Governor of the Province "as a Frenchman, a Roman Catholic, and a
suspicious person generally who trades with the Conestoga Indians." In 1711
his fidelity (6) was again suspected, and this time he was thrown into prison.

Despite his unscrupulous business methods, Peter Bezaillion was a man
of some importance (7) in the Province, as the following record in the Minutes of
the Provincial Council dated May 18, 1704, would seem to  indicate: "Peter
Bezaillion, ye French trader, coming to town (Phila.) and being sent for in-
formed ye board that he had heard that those of ye Five Nations who intended
shortly down this way, had a design of carrying off the Shawanah Indians,
both those settled near Conestoga and those near Lechay, they being colonies
of a nation that were their enemies."

His services as interpreter (8) were employed on numerous occasions.
When Governor John Evans visited the Shawanese Indians of Pequehan or
Pequea on June 30, 1707, the Indian King Opessah received him and delivered
a speech in behalf of the youth of the town. Peter Bezaillion, who accom-
panied the Governor on this trip', acted as interpreter.



In November, 1708, Bezaillion was give npermission by the Property Com-
missioners to erect a home and plant fields for his own use on the lands above
Conestoga In May, 1712, he was licensed by the Governor to trade with the
Indians. In July of the same year the Governor told the Indians that Peter
Bezaillion was the only trader who had ever been allowed by the Governor to
settle amongst them. In 1714 he again received a warrant from the Commis-
sioners of Property allowing him to "seat himself at Paxtang, or at any other
Indian town or place on the Susquehanna, in this Province, and to erect such
buildings as are necessary for his trade."

n July 18, 1717, he acted as interpreter for the Delawares at a confer-
ence held at Conestoga.

His name appcars on the first tax list of Conestoga township after its erec-
tion in 1718.

In 1728 he acted with Nicholas and John Schull as interpreters at an
Indian conference held in Philadelphia.

H died on July 18, 1742, at the advanced age of eighty (9). His personal
property was appraised at 573 pounds; and he names eight slaves in his will.
One of these slaves Ceassr Gloss by name, Bezaillion brought with him when
he settled in Caln township. Tradition says that Gloss was the handy man
about his place .... he built the house and had supervision over the workmen.
He lived to an advanced age; and the house in which this slave dwelt was
located on the site of the present Drumpelier Hospital at Coatesville. Some
of his descendants are living in Coatesville to-day.

One of the earliest Indian paths (10) that led from Philadelphia westward
and the one which Peter Bebaillion followed in his trading trips between Phil-
adelphia and his trading posts at Conoy Town and Paxtang, crossed Delaware
county diagonally and branched at Tom Moore's mill in the Chester valley,
now Downingtown. This path followed the "Old Road" to a point in Lancaster
county just beyond the village of White Horse, where it branched to the right
and led on through Springville, past Roland's Church to the present power
house on the New Holland pike. From this point it followed the dividing line
between Earl and Leacock and Penn and Hempleld townships, past the old
Donegal Church to Conoy creek and from thence to Conoy Town.

A few miles of the eastern part of "Old Peters Road" in Salisburg (11) town-
ship, remains and is known by that name to-day; that part extending from
Mount Joy Borough to Conoy creek via Donegal Meeting House has lost its
name, but it remains as it was laid out nearly two hundred years ago.

In 1740 the inhabitants of Warwick township petitioned the Court that "the
old road or trail commonly called "Peters Road" which was made and used in
early times would answer the inhabitants better "than a new road recently
laid out. The Court ordered the road to be reviewed as to course and distance

and that the proceedings of the same be reported to the Court. After several
petitions and revisions it was finally confirmed in the November sessions; and
so this part of "Old Peters Road" became absorbed in one of the highways of
our county.

Peter Bezaillion married Martha Combe, a sister of Moses and John
Combe, Indian traders, and a woman whom tradition has associated with St.
John's in high praise. In 1732 a report was sent from St. John's to the

Venerable S. P. G. in which Martha Bezaillion is mentioned as "a principal bene-
factrix." About this time she had contributed one hundred pounds towards
the purchase of a glebe of one hundred acres "for the use and behoof of a
Clergyman rightly ordained and regularly licensed and authorized to officiate
In said church under the Jurisdiction of the Bishop of London." In 1753 she
contributed 5 pounds 8 shillings towards the erection of a stone church.



In 1764, the Rev. Thomas Barton wrote to the Secretary of the S. P. G.
that Martha Bezaillion's character deserved to be recorded. "She contributed
so generously to the Church at Pequea, and it pleased Providence, weak as I
am to bring that woman into the Church. I baptized her when above forty
years old, and she is a sober pious Christian and zealous for our Church."
Barton was mistaken about her age. She was at least seventy. Barton was
ordained in 1755; and came to St. John's in 1750. It is highly improbable that
he should have baptized her before this year .... certainly not before his
ordination in 1755. She died on June 18, 1764, aged 71 years. The statement
(12) of Reverend Wilson Walters that both Peter Bezaillion and his wife were
members of the Church of England is erroneous. As far as could be learned
Peter neither contributed to the support nor became a member of the parish.
In all probability he was of Huguenot extraction, and not a Roman Catholic
as the Governor of Penna. claimed him.

In 1719 a patent (13) was granted to Martha Bezaillion for 700 acres of land
on the east bank of the Susquehanna between Chickasalunga and Conewago
creeks, adjoining the Conoy Indian town. She gave 158 acres of this land to
John Hart by deed of Dec. 22, 1762.

Moses Combe, (14) a brother of Martha Bezaillion, was successfully en-
gaged in the Indian trade in Donegal township where he had a post of Conoy
creek before 1716. He died about 1736 and was buried beside his sister Martha.

The John Hart to whom Martha deeded 158 acres of land in 1762 is said
to be her nephew. He was licensed as an Indian trader in 1744, and was a
son of John Hart, the "Shamokin trader," who was accidently killed while
hunting with the Indians on the Ohio 1729-1730.

John Hart (15) had a brother Thomas who was a merchant in Philadelphia.
Peter Bezaillion purchased from him such goods and trinkets as were needed
in his trade; and in return sold to Thomas Hart the peltries, etc., which he
procured from the Indians. Thomas Hart died May 18, 1774, and was buried
by the side of Peter Bezaillion.

The Clemsons (16) became connected with the parish of St. John's early in its
history. The progenitor of this family was Jacob Clemson, who was one of
the early Swedish settlers in Delaware before 1650. His son James married
Jean Coates who came from England with her parents in 1682. The Coates'
family were strict Friends; and are said to have a common ancestry with
William Penn. It was through this marriage that the Clemsons became iden-
tified with the Friends. The first James Clemson and wife are buried in the
old Friends Burying Ground, 4th and Arch streets, Philadelphia. His son, the
2nd James Clemson, and Thomas are buried at old Sadsbury Burying Ground.

The 3rd James Clemson was the first of his family to leave the Quakers.
In 1750 he married Margaret Herd—a daughter of Stephen Herd and a strict
Presbyterian. She was a member of the Octoraro Church. He refused to go
with her to the Presbyterian Church, and she refused to go to Quaker meeting.
They compromised and joined St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church, Pequea.
In 1753 James Clemson the third was one of the fifty-two subscribers towards
the erection of the first stone church. He later served in the Vestry. He died
on July 13, 1792, aged 63 years, and was buried in the church yard.

The first James Clemson, who lived and died in Philadelphia, took up three
tracts of land in Salisbury township in 1716 for his son James the second. He
also purchased a tract of land on the "old road" near White Horse, Penna.
The house built in 1735 for the second James Clemson was standing until a
short time ago.

John Clemson, son of John the first, had but one child—a daughter Hannah,
who on Oct. 31, 1747, was married to John, son of Adam Buckley, of Brandy-
wine Hundred, New Castle county. What is now known as Buckley's farm,



Hannah inherited. Hannah's daughter Ann married Ammon Grubb. Ann's
niece, Harriet Amelia, daughter of Daniel Buckley, married Henry Bates Grubb
on Dec. 1, 1808. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Levi Bull at
Daniel's homestead called "Competence Farm."

Louisa Clemson, a descendent of Thomas Clemson, married Dr. Samuel
Washington, a grandnephew of General George Washington.

Another noted family buried in the churchyard is that which bears the
name of Douglass (17). Tradition claims them direct descendants of the famous
robber-baron clan that terrorized all Scotland generations ago. The progeni-
tors of this family are Andrew, James and Archibald. These three brothers
were engaged in the rebellion of 1715 in favor of the Pretender, and for that
cause were obliged to leave their native land. They came from near Edin-
burgh, and landed in America sometime during 1725-1728. They settled near
the fertile valley of the Pequea; and were associated with St. John's Parish
from its inception. The history of this sturdy family of pioneers is so closely
interwoven with that of the parish, that one cannot write of the former with-
out including the latter. The names of Andrew, James and Archibald appear
on the first list of subscribers in 1729. When funds were solicited for a stone
church in 1753, Archibald's contribution was the largest received.

In 1740 Andrew Douglass served as Commissioner of Lancaster county.
He died Jan. 20, 1742, and was buried in the churchyard. His son George mar-
ried Mary Piersol and settled in Berks county, where he was a justice of the
peace before the Revolution. From 1772-1784 he was one of the judges of the
County Court.

James Douglass took up one hundred acres of land in Lancaster county
in 1738. He died on Nov. 8, 1757. He left one son, Edward, who with his
uncle Archibald took up 500 acres of land in Lancaster county in 1743.

Archibald Douglass died Nov. 26, 1756, and was buried in the churchyard.
He was the father of eight children. His son, John, was a Judge in the Lan-
caster County Court; and a member of the Assembly (18) in the years 1756, 1761,
1762, 1763. Another son, Thomas, born in 1722 and died May 27, 1794. He,
too, was buried in the church yard. In his will probated on June 23, 1794, he
stipulated among other things that: "fifty pounds be given to the use of Saint
John's Church at Pequea, for building or repairing the same, to be applied as
the Vestry and Congregation may think proper.

"Item. I give fifty pounds to be let on land securely and interest thereof
to be paid annually forever to the Church and Minister of St. John's Church
at Pequea, and his successors in that place.

"Item. I give ten pounds to purchase a hearse for the use of the Congre-
gation of St. John's Church.

"Item. I give sixty-five pounds to be distributed amongst the needful (not
meaning the poor who are a public charge of the township of Salisburg) to be
divided as my executors and a majority of the township may think proper.

"Item. I require that my executors forever shall pay to the use of St.
John's Church aforesaid every first day of May the sum of two pounds lawful,
to be paid to those who may be legally authorized to receive the sum of two
pounds.

"This is also my order and desire that the Church and Clergy and the
poor always have preference in their payments, and that these my orders may
fully and truly to every true meaning be fulfilled as soon as the money can be
collected, having reference to this as my last will and testament."

James Douglass .had one son, Edward. Edward's son, Archibald, married
Rebecca Richardson.



The father of Rebecca Douglass was William Richardson, who came to
the Pequea valley before 1720, and settled along the "Old Peters Road" near
what is now White Horse. The old King's Highway was the southern boundary
of his land. He was one of the founders of St. John's Parish.

Upon a pyramidal monument (19) in the old church yard may be seen this
inscription:

Adelaide
Born Jan. 31, 1835. Died May 31, 1856.

The following is a brief version of her unhappy romance:
The Reverend Edward Purdon Wright was rector of St. John's from 1854-

1856. Just before coming to the parish ne married a widow by the name of
Corryell. who had two children Adelaide and Thomas. In the summer of 1855,
a young foreigner, presumably a Spaniard, by the name of Joseph Hazazer was
employed to paint the church. He and Adelaide fell in love with each other,
and the mother looked with much disfavor upon the attachment. The young
people taking advantage of the absence of the parent, walked to the parsonage
of the Pequea Presbyterian church and were married by the Reverend John
Wallace. In his diary he records it as follows: "Tuesday, June 26, 1855, 4 p. m.
by the Rev. John Wallace Joseph Hazazer to Adelaide Corryell, Philadelphia
and Salisbury, Lancaster county." The mother would not allow the man to
claim his bride. Adelaide died at the age of twenty-one. Her child was taken
away by the mother and neither of the parents cver knew what became of it.

Mrs. Wright had the monument erected with the name Adelaide Corryell
inscribed upon it. Sometime afterwards Mr. Hazazer visited the grave and
had his name carved on it. This the Wrights' had taken off and left the name
"Adelaide" there, and thus it remains to this day.

Joseph Hazazer married again and had children. He was a member of the
firm of Haldy and Hazazer, painters and artists of Philadelphia.

The oldest tomb in the churchyard bears the date 1731 and was erected
to the memory of George Boyd (20). His son, George Boyd, Jr., died June 12,
1763, aged 48 years. George, Jr., married Mary, daughter of Archibald Douglass.
They had eight children the eldest of whom John, was a Colonel of the 7th
Battalion of Lancaster county Militia in the Revolution; and he also par-
ticipated in the Jersey Campaign. A daughter Margaret became the second
wife of Captain James Hamilton, who for fifty years kept the Bulls Head
Tavern on the old road in Salisbury township, now the private residence of
Arthur Burt.

In 1764 the Reverend Thomas Barton writes: "A stone wall encloses the
graveyard, but it is not yet covered."

None of the incumbents of St. John's Parish have been buried in the
churchyard.
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