
AN OLD OIL MILL.

At the foot of the western end of the
"Mine Ridge," thereabouts better
known as "Stony Hill," and in the
northwest corner of Eden township,
near the old Conowingo ore mines, and
about half a mile east of Camargo, on
a branch of Beaver creek, stands a
large, quaint old stone building, which
has for a long time been known as
"The Old Oil Mill." It was, in its day,
one of the busiest places in that section
of Lancaster county.

This building was built just about
the end of the last century, either in
1798 or 1799, by Abram Hoover, for a
woolen mill. He also built a good-sized
dam just back of the building, and
had a first-class water power. He put
in the best machinery of that day, and
started business on an extensive scale.
He ran it until the days of the war of
1812, and, it is said, had made money;
but the panic succeeding the war ruin-
ed him, and the property was sold by
the Sheriff. The purchaser was George
Hersh, grandfather of the Hersh fam-
ily, of Strasburg township.

The new purchaser tore out all the
woolen machinery, supplanting it with
looms to weave linen, and he also made
linseed oil. He built an addition to the
original building for a still-house for
the manufacture of whisky. Every far-
mer at that time had a patch of flax
and every farmer's wife had her spin-
ning wheel, spinning the thread which
Hersh made into sheetings,table cloths,
pant stuffs and grain bags. There were
made at this mill goods known as
"Linsey Woolsey"—one-half linen and
the other wool. It was made of differ-
ent weights and colors and was used
for both women's and men's wear. In



this particular line Hersh had a great
reputation, and some of our oldest resi-
dents say they felt proud to wear his
make of goods when boys.

The flax seed was ground between
two stones, six feet in diameter, and
the grist was put into stout bagging,
pounded with heavy wooden hammers,
after which it was put into a wooden
box with slides. These slides were
pushed together and wedged up with
heavy wooden wedges. By this means
all the oil was expressed, but not more
than from ten to fifteen gallons could
be made in a day. It was, however,
pure linseed oil, and the oil cake was
in good demand for cattle feed. The
old stones are still lying beside the
building.

The still-house was one of the largest
in that section and did a fine business.
Mr. Hersh made money. He died in
1844, leaving a good estate, owning sev-
eral properties around the oil mill.
Most of these were bought by John
Bassler, who was then running the old
Barr mill, now known as "Bassler's
Mill," in Eden township, near Camar-
go. This he had bought several years
before, and when he was doing a large
business hi milling, besides running a
still-house.

After getting the oil mill he turned
it into a chopping mill, and made only
feed, running it in connection with his
other mill.

In 1856 Mr. Bassler sold the prop-
erty to the present owner, Joseph Wi-
mer, who is a wagonmaker, having
learned the business with Henry Keen,
Sr.,and carried on the trade on a prom-
inent corner in Hauckesville. Mr. WI-
mer tore out the mill stones, and the
still-house he turned into a saw mill,
which is still being operated, and has
a great deal of work to do. His grand-
son, Joseph Wimer, Jr., also carries on
the business as a manufacturer of wag-
ons and does a fine business, besides
operating a creamery. Mr. Wimer, Sr.,



retired from business three years ago,
and is a remarkably well preserved
man of eighty. He still makes a few
hand rakes, as there are many farmers
who would think they could not farm
if they did not have Joe Wimer's rakes.
He had the reputation of making them
better than anybody else, and he was
never able to turn out half enough of
them.

Mr. Hersh was a very old man when
he died in 1844. John Bassler died in

1858 at a good old age. He was one
of the largest men in his section,weigh-
ing over four hundred pounds. At the
time of his death he owned a large
amount of valuable property, having
made a great deal of money at his mill,
which did a larger business than any
other mill in the lower end of this
county, the flour having a great reputa-
tion.

"The Old Oil Mill" is a very large
building, built of the stones from the
surrounding hills, and, as in the old
buildings of that section generally, all
the walls are two feet thick and the
work and mortar of the very best.

The leading stone mason who flour-
ished about the latter part of the last
century and the beginning of this was
Bill Alford. He was a wonderful work-
man, and, it seems, built nearly all the
stone buildings of Bart and Eden.
Some marvelous tales are told of him,
which it would take considerable
space to relate, and they are reserved
for a future notice.
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