
Psalmody what it should always be an harmonious offering to the
Deity, calculated to tranquilize the passions and inspire the vener-
ation of man."

It seems that after Mr. Dyer's departure from Lancaster, the
Handelian Society disbanded, as subsequent issues of local papers
contain no references to this worth-while organization.

Lancaster In 1766
By WILLIAM FREDERIC WORNER

T HE Hon. Charles I. Landis, President Judge of the Second Judi-
cial District of Pennsylvania, owns a rare treasure in the form
of an original copy of "The Charter, Laws, Catalogue of

Books, List of Philosophical Instruments, etc., of the Juliana
Library Company in Lancaster," printed in 1766, by D. Hall and
W. Sellers, Philadelphia.

On page 10 of this unique publication is an interesting descrip-
tion of Lancaster borough as it was in 1766. It is as follows :

"The culture of hemp and hops seems to be much attended
to by the farmers of this county, who annually send large quan-
tities of both these articles to the metropolis [Philadelphia]. The
number of wagons continually employed in carrying the produce
of this place to market, is incredible. The inhabitants are chiefly
Germans, to whose economy, unwearied labor and industry the
county is principally indebted for the wealth and reputation it so
deservedly possesses.

"The county town (which in the year 1742 was incorporated
into a borough, with a power of holding fairs and markets, etc.) ,
contains at least six hundred houses, many of which are extremely
neat, and make a good appearance, being built of brick and cut
stone. It contains, at a moderate medium of five to a family,
about three thousand souls. The lowness and uneveness of its
situation are amply compensated by its convenience for trade.

"Amongst the public buildings there are seven places of wor-
ship. Of these, the new German Lutheran church is justly esteemed
one of the most elegant and finished pieces of architecture in the
province. There are three regular fire companies established here
which have two good fire engines, etc., and meet once a month to
examine into the state of the houses, and to devise methods for the
more effectual preservation of them from the dreadful accidents
of fire.

"The town has for many years supported a good grammar
school, which is now likely to be reduced for want of proper en-



couragement ; though no place seems better calculated for an in-
stitution of this kind, as it enjoys pure air, a remarkably healthy
situation, and a plentiful market, besides many other advantages.

"In the mechanic arts this place also produces many ingenious
workmen, some of whom are deemed not inferior to those of any
place in the province. They have exhibited sufficient proofs of
their skill in their respective occupations.

"On the whole, it may be observed, without incurring the cen-
sure of partiality, that Lancaster stands foremost of all inland
towns on the continent of America."

Duel in Lancaster County
By WILLIAM FREDERIC WORNER

O
N Wednesday, April 22nd, 1818, a tragic event occurred in the
neighborhood of Washington Borough, Lancaster County, Pa.,
which placed the then prevailing custom of dueling even in a

more criminal light than usual.

A citizen of Columbia and another of Washington Borough
met at a public place and engaged in an argument, which became
so heated that it finally resulted in a challenge by one and its accept-
ance by the other. An immediate settlement of the dispute, by the
use of firearms, was determined upon. Not being able to procure
pistols, a rifle and a double barrel gun were borrowed—the choice
of which weapon each should use being decided by lot. The parties
immediately repaired to a secluded spot, attended by their seconds
and a surgeon, with others also who had heard the discussion from
its beginning. The disputants took their places, twenty paces
apart. The word "Fire" being given, the shot gun failed to dis-
charge, while the ball from the rifle took effect. The man from
Columbia fell. Either the sudden horror of sending a fellow-being
out of the world, totally unprepared, or the acute sense of self-
preservation, had its immediate effect on the man from Washing-
ton Borough, for he threw down the rifle and disappeared.

The Lancaster Journal of Monday, April 27th, 1818, in com-
menting on the tragic affair, said, "The damage is, on the whole,
not quite so great as at first expected, for the wounded man is said
to be out of danger; but in consequence of his sudden fall, the
stock of the poor double barrel gun was broken and will probably
have to be condemned, instead of either of the violators of the law."
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