
Members of Congress Who Represented Lancaster
County in the United States Congress

From 1789 to the Present Time

By HON. A. G. SEYFERT

NDER the Constitution of the United States the powers of
government are arranged under three heads : Legislative,
Executive and Judicial.
The Legislative power is vested in Congress, a body composed

of a Senate and a House of Representatives. Originally, the mem-
bers of the Senate were chosen by the Legislatures ; now they are
elected by the people, the same as the members of the House.

With this exception a Senator may be appointed, in case of
a vacancy for an unexpired term, by the Governor of the State.
A member of the House cannot be appointed, but must always be
elected. This is due to the fact that members of the House are the
direct representatives of the people, hence the framers of the con-
stitution provided that they must always be elected and not ap-
pointed by anyone.

The first Continental, or Colonial, Congress assembled at New
York on September 5, 1774. There were only 28 delegates present
when it met. Timothy Ruggles, of Massachusetts, was chosen
president.

On October 26th they adjourned, to meet in Philadelphia, May
10, 1775, where they remained in session until December 12, 1776.
This was the Colonial Congress that adopted and signed the Dec-
laration of Independence.

George Ross was the delegate representing this county. The
last Continental Congress met in New York, November 3, 1788,
and adjourned March 2, 1789. William Henry and General Edward
Hand were delegates also to the Continental Congress from time
to time.

The first Congress elected after the Constitution was adopted
was to meet in New York on the 4th of March, 1789. It con-
sisted of 26 Senators and 65 members of the House. When
Wednesday, March 4th, appeared there were but 8 Senators and
13 members present. Both the Senate and the House met daily
and adjourned from day to day until Monday, April 6th, when for
the first time a quorum was present.

The two Senators from Pennsylvania were William Maclay
and Robert Morris. The eight members from the State were :



George Clymer, Thomas Fitsimons, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Hies-
ter, Frederick A. C. Muhlenberg, John Peter G. Muhlenberg,
Thomas Scott and Henry Wynkoop. None of these men came from
Lancaster County.

The population of the State entitled Pennsylvania to eight
members, and all of them were elected by the vote of the State at
large. The first apportionment bill passed by the Legislature,
making Congressional districts, was passed in 1791.

Thomas Hartley came from York, and being the nearest one
to Lancaster, I assume he looked after the interests of the people
of this county during the sessions of the First Congress in New
York.

The Second Congress lasted from March 4, 1791, to March 3,
1793. Its first session convened October 24, 1791, and adjourned
May 8, 1792.

JOHN W. KITTERA.

John W. Kittera was the member from this Congressional
District, and was the first Lancaster man in the Congress of the
United States.

Mr. Kittera was born in November, 1752, on what for many
years has been known as one of the Kinzer farms in East Earl,
which farm is located on the road leading from Terre Hill to
Churchtown, near the Spring Grove crossroads. One of the farms

is still in the possession of the present Congressman Kinzer, whose
great-grandfather, Michael Kinzer, bought it from Congressman
Kittera's father. A part of the farmhouse in which Kittera was
born is still standing; in fact, all of it, for it has only been en-
larged since.

Mr. Kittera graduated from Princeton in 1776, studied law
and was admitted to the bar in 1782 at Lancaster. He was elected
as a Federalist to the. second and the fourth succeeding Congresses,
from March 4, 1791, to March 3, 1801. On the 4th of March, 1801,
President Jefferson appointed him United States Attorney for the
eastern district of Pennsylvania, but on June 6, 1801, he died and
was buried in what was then known as the Presbyterian grave-
yard, near the First Presbyterian church. The Robert Evans
Chapel was erected over part of this graveyard. The tombstones
were taken up and set along the wall, but the graves were not
disturbed. There the remains of the first Congressman from this
county are at rest.

THOMAS BOUM.

In the Seventh Congress, March 4, 1801, to March 3, 1803,
the Lancaster district was represented by Thomas Boude, who was
born in Lancaster, Pa.; May 7, 1752. He served under' General



Anthony Wayne in the Revolutionary War, as captain and major.
After the war he located in Columbia as a lumber dealer. He was
a member of the Society of the Cincinnati and the State Legis-
lature, from 1794 to 1796. He was elected to Congress as the
second member of the district and as the successor to Mr. Kittera.
He was a candidate for re-election to the Eighth Congress, but
was unsuccessful. He died at Columbia on the 24th of October,
1822, and was buried in that part of Mount Bethel Cemetery known
as the "Brick Graveyard."

JOHN WHITEHILL.

The successor to Mr. Boude in the Eighth and Ninth Congress
(March 4, 1803, to March 3, 1807) was John Whitehill, who was
born in Salisbury township, December 11, 1729. He studied law,
was a member of the Lancaster bar, a member of the State Legis-
lature from 1780 to 1793, also a member of the convention to
adopt the Federal Constitution. He died at his home in Salisbury
township, September 16, 1815, and is buried in the Pequea Presby-
terian cemetery.

May I add that John Whitehill had a brother, Robert, who
also was born in Salisbury but moved to Cumberland county and
was elected to Congress from that district, being a. member for
eight years. He is buried at Camp Hill. John had a son who
was born in Strasburg, January 31, 1762. He served in the
War of 1812 as Major General and was elected to Congress in
1812, serving to September 1, 1814, when he resigned. He died
at Strasburg, February 26, 1822, and is buried in the Presby-
terian cemetery at Leacock.

I confess that I never saw the above three names in print
until I made this research for data concerning the members of
Congress who came from this county. They were all of one family,
and I doubt if many of our people knew they existed, much less
as representatives in the national law-making body. Such is fame!

ROBERT JENKINS.

Whitehill was succeeded in the Tenth Congress, March 4,
1807, by Robert Jenkins of Churchtown. He was born at Windsor
Forge, July 10, 1769, and was educated at the well-known Pequea
Academy under Rev. Robert Smith. Mr. Jenkins was one of the
Caernarvon township ironmasters. In 1804 and 1805 he was a
member of the State Legislature, and was elected to the tenth,
and re-elected to the eleventh Congress, serving from 1807 to 1811.
He died at his home, Windsor Forge, April 18. 1848, and is buried
at Churchtown in the Presbyterian graveyard alongside the little
Presbyterian church, which is now abandoned. He was married



to Catherine Carmichael, a daughter of the eminent divine, Rev.
John Carmichael, who preached the famous war sermon in the
Presbyterian church at Lancaster on the 4th of June, 1775, before
Captain Ross's company of militia.

JOSEPH LEFEVER

In 1811 Mr. Jenkins was succeeded by Joseph Lefever, who
gave his address at the time as Paradise. He was born in Stras-
burg township, which then included Paradise, on April 3, 1760.
He was a farmer and little of his history is on record. He was
elected to the Twelfth Congress in 1811 as a Democrat. York
county at that time was part of the Lancaster Congressional dis-
trict, and according to the newspaper reports of the day the elec-
tion was very close, as it took more than a week to find out who
really was elected. Lefever won by about a twelve majority. He
died October 17, 1826, and is buried in one of the private grave-
yards east of Strasburg known as Carpenter's cemetery.

JAMES WHITEHILL.

James Whitehill, of Strasburg, succeeded Lefever in the Thir-
teenth Congress, in 1813. I have already written of the Whitehills,
and shall not repeat, only to say that James Whitehill resigned on
the 1st of September, 1814, and Amos Slaymaker was elected in
his place.

AMOS SLAYMAKER.

Amos Slaymaker, a son of Henry Slaymaker who served in
the Revolutionary War, was born March 11, 1755. in Earl town-
ship near the Salisbury line. He built and operated a hotel on the
Lancaster and Philadelphia pike, and was one of the promoters
of the stage line operated over the pike between Philadelphia and
Lancaster. He was a member of the State Legislature, both Senate
and House, for a number of sessions, and was also County Com-
missioner. He only served in Congress from October 11, 1814, to
March 3, 1815. He died at his home in Salisbury township, June
12, 1837, and is buried in the Leacock church cemetery.

JOHN WHITESIDE.

John Whiteside was Slaymaker's successor. He was born near
Lancaster in 1773 and was educated at the Chestnut Level Acad-
emy. He was in the hotel business and operated a distillery. He
served two terms in Congress (1815 to 1819) , after which he was
elected Register of Wills. He also served as a member of the
Legislature. He died in Lancaster, July 28, 1830, and is buried
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in the Lancaster cemetery, according to the Congressional Direc-
tory Biographies.

JACOB HIBSHMAN.

In the Seventeenth Congress (March 4, 1819, to March 3,
1821) the Lancaster district, which included Lancaster, Dauphin
and Lebanon counties, was represented by Jacob Hibshman, of
Ephrata. Mr. Hibshman was born in Ephrata, January 31, 1772.
He was the most prominent citizen in the upper end of the county
at that time. Besides being Associate Judge of the county from
1810 to 1819, he was elected to Congress as a Republican, which
in those days meant a Democrat, and also served as Major General
in the State Militia. He died at his home in Ephrata, May 19,
1852. One biographer says of him : "He left behind him an un-
spotted reputation." What more could one wish to have said of
himself, after serving one or more terms in Congress!

JAMES BUCHANAN.

James Buchanan, as is well known, was born in Franklin
county, April 23, 1791. He graduated from Dickinson College,
Carlisle, in 1809, and the same year moved to Lancaster, entering
the law office of James Hopkins, Esq. Five years later he was a
member of the Legislature, and in 1820 became the successor of
Jacob Hibshman in the Seventeenth Congress. He was re-elected
to the next four Congresses. In 1834 he was elected a United
States Senator to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of
William Wilkins. Mr. Buchanan was the first and only man from
the county who was elected to the Senate, which body he served
from 1834 to 1845, when he resigned. His career as Secretary of
State, Minister to Russia and England, and finally as President,
is too well known for repetition. The epitaph on his tombstone in
Woodward Hill is as simple as his life was :

"James Buchanan

The Fifteenth President of the United States."

He died June 1, 1868.

WILLIAM HIESTER.

William Hiester of New Holland succeeded Buchanan in the
Twenty-Second Congress, in 1831. He was re-elected to the
Twenty-Third and also the Twenty-Fourth Congresses.

Mr. Hiester was born October 10, 1790, in Berne township,
Berks county, but moved to Lancaster county when a young man
and located at New Holland. He was a born politician, took an
active part in the anti-Masonic movement, and was its candidate



for Congress, but was defeated by Buchanan. He was later elected
as a Whig. After his retirement from Congress he became a mem-
ber of the State Senate. He died in New Holland, October 13,
1853, and is buried in the Lancaster cemetery.

EDWARD DAVIES

Edward Davies of Churchtown was Mr. Hiester's successor
as a member of the Twenty-fifth Congress, in 1839, and was re-
elected two years later.

Mr. Davies was born in Caernarvon township in 1779. He
was a farmer and merchant. In 1834 and '35 he was elected a
member of the Legislature, as a Whig from a political viewpoint.
When he returned in 1841, at the close of his Congressional career,
he resumed his former business activities. On May 18, 1853, he
died at his home in Churchtown and was buried in the old Episcopal
Bangor cemetery. Later his remains were exhumed and taken to
the Episcopal cemetery at Pottstown. Why this was done I do
not know, nor was I able to locate anyone who could tell me.

JEREMIAH BROWN.

Jeremiah Brown was born in Little Britain, now Fulton town-
ship, April 14, 1785. He was a miller by trade; also a farmer,
and he devoted most of his time to the latter. He was a member
of the convention to revise the Constitution of the State, in 1836.
In 1840 he was elected to Congress as a Whig, and re-elected in
1842. He was not a candidate in 1844.

Mr. Brown was the first Associate Judge of Lancaster county
and served from 1851 to 1856. He died at his home in Goshen,
March 2, 1858, and is buried in the cemetery adjoining the Penn
Hill Quaker Meeting House in Fulton township.

JOHN STROHM.

Mr. Brown's successor—"Honest" John Strohm—also was
born in Fulton township, on the 16th of October, 1793. He taught
school and moved to Providence township, was a member of the
Legislature from 1831 to 1833, and of the Senate from 1834 to
1842. He was elected as a Whig to the 29th and 30th Congresses
which ended March 3, 1849. During this last term (1847-49) he
had Abraham Lincoln, the lone Whig from Illinois, as one of his
colleagues.

Mr. Strohm died in Lancaster, September 12, 1884, and is
buried in the Brick Mennonite cemetery near Willow Street.



THADDEUS STEVENS.

The 31st Congress was elected in the fall of 1848 and ad-
journed March 3, 1851. This is the first Congress to which Thad-
deus Stevens was elected. As is well known to most of us, Mr.
Stevens was born in Danville, Vermont, on the 4th of April, 1792.
He graduated from Dartmouth College in 1814, and the same year
moved to Pennsylvania and was admitted to the bar at York. He
located, however, in Gettysburg and came to Lancaster in 1842.
Six years later, in 1848, he was elected to Congress as a Whig,
and re-elected as such in 1850, and as a Republican from 1858 to
1868,—the time of his death, which occurred at Washington,
August 11th, of that year.

Thaddeus Stevens had the distinguished honor of being unani-
mously re-nominated for Congress when he was awaiting burial
in Shreiner's cemetery in Lancaster.

The reader will observe that he was not a member of the
Congresses elected in 1852, '54 and '56.

ISAAC E. HIESTER.

Isaac E. Hiester was born in New Holland, May 19, 1824-
a son of William Hiester the Congressman from 1831 to 1837.

Isaac was a graduate of Yale and became a member of the
Lancaster bar. He was the last member elected to Congress from
this county as a Whig, in 1852. He was unsuccessful for re-elec-
tion. He died February 6, 1871, and is buried in the Lancaster
cemetery.

ANTHONY E. ROBERTS.

Anthony E. Roberts was born near Barneston, Chester county,
October 29, 1803. He moved to New Holland in 1816, and in 1839
located in Lancaster. He was Sheriff of the county from 1839
he located in Lancaster. He was Sheriff of the county from 1839
to 1842, and was United States Marshall from 1849 to 1853, during
the Christiana riots. In 1854 he was elected to Congress as a
Whig, and re-elected in 1856—the first Republican from this dis-
trict.

Mr. Stevens, after an interval of six years, now succeeded
Roberts and returned to the House of Representatives as the great
leader and Commoner during the Civil War period.

Mr. Roberts died January 25, 1885, and is buried in the Lan-
caster cemetery.





OLIVER J. DICKEY.

0. J. Dickey, as he was best known to his constituents, was
born in Beaver county, Pa., April 6, 1823. He was a son of John
Dickey who was a member of Congress from the Beaver county dis-
trict for several terms.

Oliver was educated at Dickinson College, studied law, and
was admitted to the Beaver county bar. In 1846, with a letter of
introduction to Mr. Stevens in his pocket, he came to Lancaster
and was kindly received by Mr. Stevens who invited him to use his
office. Mr. Dickey accepted the offer, all of which tells the story
in a sentence, why he became Mr. Stevens' successor. The Old
Commoner taught him law and politics.

From 1856 to 1859 Mr. Dickey was District Attorney, and
during the Civil War, Lieutenant Colonel of the Tenth Pennsyl-
vania Regiment. In October, 1868, he was elected to fill the unex-
pired term of Stevens and to the full term of the 41st Congress.
He was re-elected to the 42nd Congress in 1870, but was not a
candidate in 1872. He died April 21, 1876, and is buried in the
Woodward Hill cemetery.

A. HERR SMITH.

Abraham Herr Smith was born in Manor township, March 7,
1815. He attended Beck's Academy at Lititz, and later graduated
from Dickinson, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1842.
The next year he was elected to the Legislature, and later to the
State Senate. In 1872 he was elected to Congress and served con-
tinuously to March 3, 1885. He died February 16, 1894, and is
buried in Woodward Hill cemetery.

JOHN A. HIESTAND.

In 1884 there was a bitter contest for the Congressional nomi-
nation, and John A. Hiestand won the nomination over Mr. Smith
and several other candidates.

Mr. Hiestand was born in East Donegal township, October 2,
1824. He graduated from Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg,
studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1849. But politics
interested him more than law.

From 1852 to 1856 he was a member of the State Legislature.
He purchased an interest in the Lancaster "Examiner" and it be-
came the stalwart Republican organ of that party. He also served
in the State Senate in 1860, and was the county's presidential
elector in 1864.

Mr. Hiestand died December 13, 1890, and is buried in the
Marietta cemetery.



MARRIOTT BROSIUS.

Marriott Brosius was born in Colerain township, March 7,
1843. He enlisted in the 97th Pennsylvania Regiment in 1861, and
was honorably discharged December 24, 1864. After the war was
over he attended the Millersville Normal School and later the Law
Department of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. He was
admitted to the Lancaster bar in 1868.

The Republican Primary election held April 14, 1888, was a
bitter contest between the old Sensenig ("Bull Ring") and Mentzer
("Hog Ring") factions. There were four candidates for Congress
and neither faction was united on a candidate for Congress. When
the vote was counted the following was the result :

Marriott Brosius 	 6297
Col. B. Frank Eshleman 	 2664
John A. Hiestand 	 5295
Dr. P. J. Roebuck 	 2296

Mr. Brosius won the contest through his popularity as an
orator and as a gallant soldier. He was re-nominated at each suc-
ceeding Congressional primary without any opposition, for six

Robert Jenkins 	 Jeremiah Brown 	 John Strohm	 Isaac Hiester

terms, and was a member at the time of his death, March 16, 1901.
He is buried in Greenwood cemetery, and the epitaph on his hand-
some monument—"Orator, Lawyer, Statesman" is a fair biography
in three words.

HENRY BURD CASSEL.

Burd Cassel, as we all remember him, was born in Marietta,
October 19, 1855. He was Chairman of the Republican County
Committee in 1895 and a delegate to the Republican National Con-
vention at St. Louis in 1896—the convention that nominated



McKinley for President. In 1898 and 1900 he was a member of
the Legislature. Upon the death of Congressman Brosius in 1901
he was elected for the unexpired term and succeeded himself in
the next three Congresses. He served altogether from November
5, 1901, to March 3, 1909, when he voluntarily retired. He died
several years ago at his home in Marietta and is buried in the
Marietta cemetery.

WILLIAM W. GRIEST.

W. W. Griest was elected as Mr. Cassel's successor to the
61st Congress in 1908, and re-elected to the nine succeeding Con-
gresses, having more than a year of his last term left when he
died December 4, 1929.

H. Burd Cassel

In the Congressional Directory issued December, 1928, you
will find the shortest biography of the 435 members. It reads :

"W. W. Griest, elected 1908."

The Biographical Directory of the American Congress (1774-
1927) contains a concrete biography of Mr. Griest. From this
sketch the newspapers obtained most of their facts when Mr. Griest
died three months ago.

Mr. Griest had the distinguished honor of being a member of
Congress for a longer period than any other man elected from this
county.

May I add for future reference that Mr. Griest's remains lie
in Woodward Hill cemetery.

J. ROLAND KINZER.

I must conclude my paper about Lancaster county's representa-
tives in Congress from 1789 to the present time by adding a word
concerning the only representative alive today—our present mem- 

0. J. Dickey A. Herr Smith



ber, J. Roland Kinzer. All the others have completed their history
—his is largely to be made.

At a special election, January 28, 1930, Mr. Kinzer was elected
to fill Mr. Griest's unexpired term. To me it is a singular coin-
cidence that he was born on the same farm as the first Congress-
man from this county, John W. Kittera, and the fact that the farm
is still in Mr. Kinzer's possession makes it one of the historic spots
in East Earl township.

Like his distinguished predecessors who during the one hun-
dred and fifty years as members from this county, honored their
constituents with an unblemished record of faithful and con-
scientious duty to public service, so likewise will Mr. Kinzer, as
long as he remains our representative.

As a final word on my paper which, perhaps, is too lengthy
now, I want to put on record that prior to 1843 what was known
as the Lancaster Congressional District had one or more counties
attached to it. Sometimes it was York ; at other times, Dauphin
and Lebanon. The Act as per Pamphlet Law of 1843 apportioned
the State into Districts and names Lancaster county as the 8th
District. Later it was known as the 9th, and now is the 10th
District. The 1920 census gave the county a population of 173,797,
which is 100,000 less than required, providing the number of mem-
bers remains at 435, as at present. That Lancaster county has
been a district by itself for 87 years is a record that will be changed
eventually, for some other county must be added to it, in order
that the district may have the required population.

One fact worthy of notice is that in the early days, from 1789
to 1843, when another county or two was a part of the district,
the member to represent the district was always selected from
Lancaster county. Most of the members elected during these one
hundred and fifty years were lawyers by profession.

In my opinion, for long service and the statesmanship they
displayed, the four outstanding men of the two dozen chosen were :
James Buchanan, Thaddeus Stevens, Marriott Brosius and William
W. Griest.

What I have written has been a rather laborious piece of work.
To secure the history of these men was a bigger undertaking than
I anticipated when I first began research for the facts. I am in-
debted to the Joint Committee on Printing of the Congress for a
copy of the Biographical Directory of the American Congress from
1774 to 1927. This material I used to verify the data I already
had, which makes it absolutely official.

I owe an additional debt of gratitude to my friend, Congress-
man Kinzer, for using his good influence to secure this valuable
publication for me.



So far as I know, what I have written is the first attempt by
anyone to put into a single publication a biographical sketch of all
the men from this county who served in Congress from the begin-
ning of the government to the present time. I trust it may be
appreciated by the reader.

Postmasters and Postmistresses of Lancaster

By WILLIAM FREDERIC WORNER

O
N Saturday evening, January 11th, 1930, a dedication dinner,
celebrating the opening of Lancaster's new Federal building,
was enjoyed at the Stevens House. A program of the dedica-

tory exercises of Lancaster's new post-office, located at the corner
of West Chestnut and North Prince streets, was presented to The
Lancaster County Historical Society by Mr. C. H. Martin, an in-
vited guest. On the inside cover of this program appears a list of
the postmasters and postmistresses who have served Lancaster
since 1790. The list, obtained from the Postoffice Department in
Washington, D. C., is as follows :

NAME
	

DATE APPOINTED 	 NAME	 DATE APPOINTED

Samuel Turbett 	 Feb. 16, 1790
John Stone 	  	 Apr. 25, 1793
Henry Willcocks. 	 	 Oct. 1, 1795
Wm. Hamilton 	 	 Jan. 1, 1797
George Moore 	 Apr. 1, 1797
Ann Moore 	 July 1, 1798
Ann Moore 	 Oct. 13, 1818
Mary Dickson 	 Apr. 11, 1829
Mary Dickson 	  	 July 9, 1836
Mary Dickson 	 	 July 2, 1840
George W. Hamersly....Nov. 9, 1850
Henry M. Reigart 	 Apr. 4, 1853
Hiram B. Swarr 	 Dec. 30, 1856
John J. Cochran 	 March 22, 1861
Jay Caldwell 	 Aug. 27, 1866

	

C. H. Stormfeltz 	

Ann Moore seems to have served from 1798 to 1829, a period
of 31 years ; and her successor, Mary Dickson, from 1829 to 1850,
-21 years ; a total for the two of more than a half century. Ann
Moore served under five Presidents: - John Adams, Jefferson,
Madison, Monroe and John Quincy Adams ; and Mary Dickson held
the same office under Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler, Polk and
Taylor-a total for the two of eleven Presidents. These included
every President, save Washington, during the first sixty years of
our national existence, - truly, a remarkable record!

Henry W. Hager 	 Apr. 5, 1869
Mrs. E. W. Hager 	 Jan. 15, 1872
J. H. Marshall 	  . Jan. 17, 1876
H. E. Slaymaker 	 Apr. 28, 1886
Elwood Griest 	 Dec. 20, 1889
Elwood Griest 	 Jan. 31, 1893
John E. Malone 	 Jan. 12, 1894
A. C. Reinoehl 	 Mar. 13, 1900
S. Clay Miller 	 Feb. 8, 1901
S. Clay Miller. 	 	 Mar. 22, 1906
Harry L. Trout 	 July 30, 1909
Louis N. Spencer 	 Oct. 30, 1913
Louis N. Spencer 	 Feb. 4, 1918
Edwin L. Whitson 	 Feb. 28, 1922
J. M. Groff, Act. P. M.... Feb. 1, 1926

July 3, 1926
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