
Charles Hall : A Revolutionary Worthy.

The earliest record of the Hall
family in America is to be found in an
old Bible, bound in calfskin, now
brown and velvety with age, which
bears the following imprint:

"London—Assignees of Clement
Cotton, 1630."

On a fly-leaf is written: "This is
the family Bible of the maternal an-
cestors of George Nauman, whose
name was Hall." This bears date of
1830.

Here and there are a few names
written. Earliest in date, to judge
from the penmanship, is "Phillip Hall,
his book." Then follows "John Ash-
mod, his Bible." Next, "Richard Hall,
his book, July 12, 1742," and "Ann
Hall, ter book, 1743,' are inscribed.
Further on in the old volume is an
agreement between one Phillip Hall,
and one George Hall, living in
the county of Durham, Eng-
land, by which to George
Hall, or to his Bostown attorney,
shall be paid the sum of £100, for a
place within the same county. The
records in Philadelphia show that
Richard Hall acquired land in that
county in 1684. His will bears date of
March 8, 1714, and was proved June 2,
1731. Prior to his death he and his
wife, Elizabeth, under date of August
6, 1722, made a deed conveying to their
son, Richard Hall, only son of said
couple, a farm of about two hundred
acres, in Cheltenham township, county
of Philadelphia.

The register of Christ Church, Phila-
delphia, shows the marriage of Richard
Hall to Anne Phillips, February 25,
1730-1. Of this marriage the following
children were born:



Richard, David, who was a silver-
smith, and lived in Burlington, N. J.;
Elizabeth, Jonathan, and Charles, the
subject of this sketch, born in Phila-
delphia, August 21, 1742.

Charles Hall must have been quite a
young man when he came to Lancaster
to live. He combined with his business
of goldsmith and silversmith *hat of
watchmaker. In religion he was a
Presbyterian, having been one of the
founders of that church in Lancaster
in 1763, and, according to Rupp, page
367, one of the leading men in that
body.

In 1774 (Rupp, pages 374-375) he ap-
pears, with Edward Shippen, George
Ross and others, as a member of the
Committee of Correspondence in Lan-
caster. On December 15, 1774 (Rupp,
page 384), he was elected a member of
the Committee of Observation.

In the Pennsylvania Archives, second
series, volume 13, page 334, we read:

"A list of Captain Samuel Boyd's
Company, August 19, 1776.

"Lieutenant, Hall, Charles."
Page 305, same volume, gives this

company of militia as having gone to
Jersey in August, 1776. They were ab-
sent until January or February, 1777.
A letter in the Archives, June 28, 1779,
to George Bryan,from Captain C. Hall,
seems to indicate that he had attained
that rank.

October 21, 1778, it was "ordered that
Charles Hall, of the Borough of Lan-
caster, Silversmith, be appointed one
of the Agents for Seizing of forfeited
Estates in the County of Lancaster."
(Volume 13, series 2.) Vol. 3, second
series, page 742, says he was appointed
"vice E. Michael." The Archives con-
tain several letters from President

Reed to Charles Hall, on public mat-
ters, one (volume 7, first series , page
657) concerning certain persons sus-
pected of treason, viz.: Abraham Ream



and 	  Donally. Others refer to
land seized near Indiantown, and ac-
counts concerning forfeited estates and
a lawsuit over some land in Brecknock
township, and also regarding the sale
of certain lands.

In this connection it is interesting
to note that the lands of Michael Whit-
man, "an Attainted Traitor," who, on
May 8, 1778, "was convicted and at-
tainted of High Treason by Proclama-
tion," were put up for sale on August
25, 1779. They were sold "to Michael
Diffenderfer, of Lancaster, Innholder,"
for the sum of £25,000. This money
was "paid to Charles Hall, as Agent
for confiscated estates." (Record Book
Q, page 433.) These lands were in Co-
calico township. Later they were sold
by "Michael Diffenderfer and Chris-
tina, his wife," to "Adam Kingmaker,"
January 17, 1787, (Book Q, page 436),
and to John Wright, March 15, 1787,
(Book F, F.)

ln Marshall's Diary he is sometimes
mentioned:

April 8, 1779. "Visited by Charles
Hall, to whom I gave papers relating
to the Constitutional Society, to take
to a meeting of the inhabitants of this
place who are to meet to-day."

January 3, 1780. "Visited by Charles
Hall, who qualified me respecting some
transactions of our committee for sick
soldiers some time past."

March 10, 1780. "Ten dollars to
Charles Hall, for his trouble in going
three miles to have the deed acknowl-
edged."

He was Burgess in the years 1778
and 1779 (Ellis and Evans' History of
Lancaster County, page 374). He was
also in charge of the fire engine, for,
on May 22, 1776, he was paid "for tak-
ing care of and repairing the fire en-
gine in this borough for two years and
six months, the sum of £7 10s." (Same,
page 381.)
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In 1776 his name appears in the list
of the "Guards for preserving the
Peace of the Borough, keeping the
Prisoners in order, etc." (Same, page
61.)

In 1780, in connection with Jasper
Yeates, George Ross, Casper Shaffner
and others, Charles Hall was one of
the founders of a select academy for
boys, which ultimately resulted in the
formation of Franklin College. (Rupp,
page 446.)

He was in charge of the military
storehouse for some time, as we learn
from the following extract from a let-
ter from Will Atlee to President Reed,
August 6, 1781: "Mr. Hall being in
Philadelphia, we can do nothing to-
wards fitting up a part of the Store-
house for a Hospital until his return,
as there are public stores there under
his charge." (Mombect, page 293.)

His death , April 22, 1783, resulted
from injuries caused by a fall occa-
sioned by treading on some shot. This
brought on a hemorrhage from the
strain. He was interred in the ceme-
tery of the First Reformed Church.
The grave is now under the building.

He married, January 22, 1767, Maria
Salome, daughter of Abraham Le Roy.
She was born in Switzerland, Septem-
ber 21, 1742, and died March 2, 1817.
Her portrait, by Eichholtz, is in the
possession of some of her descendants.

Of this marriage were born:
David Hall, born November 17, 1767;

died June 1, 1814.
Ann Mary, born April 30, 1769; died

January 7, 1833; married Casper Shaff-
ner, Jr.

Mary Ann Elizabeth, born October
25, 1770; married George Ford.

Charles, born September 28, 1772;
died June 30, 1794.
Richard, born November 9, 1774; died
October 25, 1776.



Salome, born August 8, 1776; died
March 1, 1822; married George Nau-
man.

William, born April 13, 1779; died
February 28, 1781.

Anna, born April 19, 1781; died Sep-
tember 12, 1783.

The will of Charles Hall is dated
April 5, 1783. The witnesses are Adam
Reigart and Casper Shaffner; the ex-
ecutors, his wife, Salome, and William
Henry, Esq. His only public legacy
is £5 to the German Reformed Church.
To his wife, among other items, "this,
my house and ground, situate in
Queen street, where I live" (on the site
of Long's drug store, now No. 12 North
Queen), and "my lot of Ground in Mus-
sertown." Other real estate mentioned
is land in "Penn's Valley' and at
"White Deer Hole Creek."

One little tradition connected with
the memory of Marie Salome Le Roy
has come down to us. It tells how,
when only a girl, she rushed into the
church and rang the bell, to give
notice of a sudden incursion of hostile
Indians. In the diary of David Mc-
Clure, who visited Lancaster in 1772,
he notes: "At Lancaster we put up
at the house of Mr. Hall, Goldsmith.
His wife was a Switser, a pious and
sensible woman." Her remains are in-
terred in Lancaster Cemetery. Of her
son, David Hall, who died unmarried.
little is known. His portrait is still
in existence, and his name appears.
with that of his brother-in-law, Casper
Shaffner, Jr., as one of the original
members of the Active Fire Company,
organized in 1791-92. (Ellis and
Evans. page 388.)
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